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KINGS CAPLE PARISH COUNCIL 
Regular Meeting of the Parish Council held via Zoom  

at 7.30pm on Thursday 25th March 2021 

  
Present 
Parish Cllrs: Adrian Harvey (AH) (Chair), Jim Petter (JP) (Vice Chair from item 4), Pam Apperley (PA), 
Mark Barry (MB), Judy Berry (JB) (from item 4), Wendy Harris (WH), Tim Over (TO)  
 
Also in attendance: Ward Cllr Barry Durkin, Harry Waymouth (Highways) and Mrs Chris Bucknell 
(Parish Clerk).  There were 2 members of the public present at the beginning of the meeting, one, 
who was without video, failed to identify themselves when asked and subsequently left the 
meeting. 
 

1. To Receive Apologies for Absence – None 
 

2. Declarations of Interest 
a. To Receive Declarations of Interest - None 

b. To Approve any Written Requests for Dispensations 
There were no requests for dispensations   

 
3. To Accept Minutes of the Regular Meeting held on 28th January 2021 

Resolved:  The Minutes were confirmed, and it was agreed the Clerk could sign these electronically 
on behalf of the Chair.       Action:  Clerk 
 

4. Parish Council Business 
a. To Note Resignation of Julie Brandram Jones 
The Chair thanked Julie Brandram Jones, who had been a member of the Parish Council for nearly 10 
years, for her commitment and input to the Parish Council, paying tribute to her patient and 
pleasant approach, saying the village and the Parish Council owed her a great deal.  It was agreed to 
write to her formally to thank her and to consider some kind of thank you gesture once the Covid 
restrictions were over.    

b. To Appoint a Vice Chair to the Parish Council 
Cllr Jim Petter was proposed by Cllr Barry and seconded by Cllr Apperley.  All were in favour and Cllr 
Petter was appointed as Vice Chair of the Parish Council. 

c. To Consider Co-option of Judy Berry onto Kings Caple Parish Council 
Proposed by Cllr Wendy Harris.  Seconded by Cllr Pam Apperley 
All were in favour.  Judy Berry signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office (virtually) in front of 
the Clerk and was appointed a member of the Parish Council.   
 

5. To Receive Report from Ward Cllr Barry Durkin 
a. Ward Cllr Barry Durkin 
Ward Cllr Barry Durkin reported that the Western Bypass plans had been cancelled and the money 
that came from Central Government had currently not been allocated to an alternate project.  The 
other proposal was to put in a bridge to the east of the city which would cross the River Wye and 
join to the Ledbury Road.  Cllr Durkin said this would affect a lot of hamlets in that area and needed 
careful consideration.   
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The B4224 Fownhope Road was due to re-open after 13 months and the plans and execution was to 
be reviewed by the General Scrutiny Committee.  The Administration claimed that Balfour Beatty 
had been guilty of poor project management but there were also other issues to be addressed.     
Cllr Durkin said the B4224 work consisted of 2 projects, the repair of the road and the wall above 
the road.  The work to the wall was commissioned in August but had not started until the beginning 
of November, in his view another example of poor management. 

i. Update on Parish Response to Flooding Issues 
Cllr Durkin said he was going to contact all Parishes in Old Gore Ward to see who wanted to be 
involved.  It was planned that a Task and Finish Group consisting of Chairs and Clerks would be 
formed to consider the options and come to a decision.  It was felt that if all Parishes joined 
together they could benefit from economy of scale when purchasing sandbags etc. 

Cllr Durkin said he was also keen for Parishes to develop individual Emergency Plans, which could 
include flood prevention work. 

It was agreed that once Cllr Durkin had produced an outline proposal the Parish Council would 
consider whether they wanted to be part of the scheme. 

b. West Mercia Safer Neighbourhood Team 
The Clerk asked whether the Parish Council wished to invite the SNT to a future meeting as they 
were keen to increase their interact with rural Parishes.  This was agreed.    Action:  Clerk 
 

6. Open Time – To Note Matters Raised by Local Residents Relevant to the Parish 
There were no issues raised 
 

7. Encouraging Liaison and Communication with Parishioners 
a. Annual Parish Meeting 

It was noted that the Annual Parish Meeting would normally take place between 1 March and 30 

June and to hold a separate Parish Meeting, separate from the usual Parish Council Meeting, was 

considered good practice.  As no Annual Parish Meeting had taken place in 2020 the Chair had 

prepared a summary of progress on action points deemed to be of interest to Parishioners and this 

was on the website.  The Clerk said that there was currently uncertainty about when it was a 

requirement to resume face to face meetings and as yet NALC and HALC had not published any 

definitive topic notes on the subject.  It was felt there was a need to get to the final stage of the 

relaxing of the Covid restrictions before considering returning to a regular meeting format and 

probably a realistic estimate was that face-to-face meetings would resume in September.  It was 

suggested that a Parish Newsletter could be produced in lieu of a 2021 Annual Parish Meeting and 

this would be considered at the May meeting when more may be known about the regulations. 

 
8. To Consider Planning Matters  

a. To Consider New Planning Applications and Agree Comments 

Reference 
Number 

  Application 

202070 

Land Adjacent to Lightfields – outline planning for the erection of up to 15 

dwellings.  Re-consultation - Amended and Additional Details 

This application had only been received on Tuesday 23rd March, too late to be 
included in the agenda.  It was felt that the information provided was confusing and 
unclear and needed further investigation before a meaningful discussion could take 
place.   
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Following the meeting another 2 planning applications were received and it was agreed that these 
would also be considered at the Extraordinary Meeting. 

 
b. To Note any Decisions/Notifications Received   

Cllr Barry had looked in the conditions attached to the approval and noted that, amongst other 
things, there needed to be a turning head within the site for large vehicles (such as refuse vehicles) 
and there may need to be a change to the layout to accommodate this.   These issues would be 
looked at in more detail when the full application was received. 

c. Update on Proposed Changes to the Planning System and Implications for NDP 
Following the publication of the White Paper Cllr Harvey had prepared and circulated an analysis of 
the changes and outstanding issues to Samantha Banks in February.  To date there had been no 
response.   
 

The closing date for comments was 8th April but Cllr Harvey had spoken to Charlotte 
Atkins who had indicated that the Parish Council could be granted an extension so 
that they could hold an Extraordinary Meeting to discuss the application.  It was 
stressed that this extension was for the Parish Council and parishioners would still 
need to submit their comments by the date on the website.   
 
It was therefore proposed that an Extraordinary Meeting be held within the next 3 
weeks so that public could be given due notice.   
 
Councillors needed to look carefully at the documents on the website and also 
acquaint themselves with the relevant section of the Core Strategy – Policies RA1 
and RA2.  The Housing Strategy of the NDP would also need to be considered, 
together with the examiner’s introductory questions, the Parish Council’s response 
to these questions and the Examiner’s Final Report.   Councillors should also look at 
the NDP documents and the National Planning Policy Framework paragraph 8 which 
sets out the 3 principles which underlie concept of sustainable development:  
Economic, Social and Environmental, Cllr Durkin stressed this should be the latest 
2018 version.      Action:  AH to email key documents to Councillors 

Reference 

Number 
  Application 

210726    Land at The Chalet – proposed erection of replacement dwelling and car-port 

 210737 
 Tresseck Farm, Hoarwithy – proposed siting of mobile office and shop and 

additional parking 

Reference 

Number 
  Application 

 

202913 
School Field Kings Caple – outline application for erection of 7 

dwellings 

Approved with 

Conditions 

Reference 
Number 

  Application 
 

202335 
Land East of Pennoxstone Court, Ruxton Lane, Kings Caple.  

Proposed extension to an existing agricultural building 

Awaiting 

Decision 

202070 
Land Adjacent to Lightfields – outline planning for the erection of 

up to 15 dwellings, with up to 35% affordable 

Awaiting 

Decision 
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d. Update on NDPs within River Lugg Catchment Area 
A position paper from Sam Banks was circulated to all Councillors on 2nd March.  This paper 
indicated that NDPs should not be developed or updated until the position regarding the River Lugg 
Catchment area is explained.  Cllr Harvey clarified that this paper only referred to the Lugg Valley 
catchment area which did not include Kings Caple.  If a developing NDP had not got to Regulation 16 
it would not be able to proceed at this point.   

There was also emerging concern about the River Wye between Walford Brook and Bigsweir Bridge 
which had failed to meet Welsh Environmental Standards and this which needed to be kept under 
review. 

e. Underground Power lines in Wye Valley AONB 
The Wye Valley AONB Unit has an opportunity to work with Western Power Distribution to 
underground lower voltage (wooden poled) powerlines which were deemed visually intrusive to the 
landscape.   Examples of this are the power lines in front of Brockhampton Church heading to How 
Capel which had been removed 5/6 years ago.  The object was to enhance visual amenity for as 
many people as possible.  It has been stressed that while Western Power are asking for suggestions, 
expectations need to be managed as it is quite a complex process and the AONB were looking for 
exemplar opportunities that could be explored further, with only around 2/3 schemes receiving 
approval across the West Midlands which had a budget of £2.4 million to cover the 6 protected 
landscapes.     

Cllr Apperley had spoken to Nick Critchley of AONB and was due to undertake a site visit on 16th 
April.  Suggestions were now being sought for the 2023 programme and Cllr Apperley noted that if 
any proposals were accepted, they would potentially take 3 or 4 years or longer. 

f. To Consider any other Planning Issues and Updates 
Update on Access to Cherry Trees – since the January meeting the following email had been 
received with reference to the KCPC query regarding what was said about the site not needing 
permission. 

Mark Tansley (Development Manager):  Further to our previous enforcement investigation which 
was subsequently closed and recent liaison between ourselves and highway colleagues I can confirm 
the following: 

The fencing erected behind the wall (due to the occupants requiring privacy in respect of persistent 
complaints received) is within permitted development legislation as it is the wall that is adjacent to 
the highway, not the fence, therefore no formal planning application is required. 

The Enforcement Officer within my team would be Louise Hart, however as previously mentioned It is 
not entirely clear what we would be enforcing based on the email trail below and answers given.  

Cllr Harvey had circulated the July 2020 Road Report, the Transport and Infrastructure Planning 
Report and update on the issues, giving an indication of the handling of visibility splays on the 
U71005, all of which had been sent to Balfour Beatty.  It was felt that it was the responsibility of the 
Highways Officer to make a judgement and for the Enforcement Officer to follow it up. 

Empty Property Service – information from Herefordshire Council had been circulated to all Cllrs in 
February together with a contact of the officer to whom to report empty dwellings and Councillors 
were asked to let the Clerk know if there were any properties they felt should be reported. 
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9. Financial Matters  
a. To Receive a Report from the RFO 
Current Account £10,484.84 
Income since last meeting - Grant for The Old School – an additional Covid grant of £2,096 for The 
Old School was received and placed in the Community Account.   £1,500 has been transferred to the 
Old School Account on request of their Treasurer in order to cover ongoing costs. 

b: To Approve Payments made since January Meeting    

Payment   Amount 

 BACS Terry Griffiths invoice TGC 1394  Drainage Work  £550 + VAT £660.00 

BACS Final Plusnet invoice – account now closed   £75.76 

BACS Terry Griffiths invoice TGC 1358  Drainage Work  £450 + VAT £540.00 

c:  To Approve Payment of Outstanding Invoices 

Payment   Amount 

BACS Clerks Expenses qtrs. 2/3/4  Printing only based on 12% (see update 
below)   

£8.40   

BACS Clerk’s Net Salary Qtr 4 as per salary summary sheet £519.80 

BACS HMRC – PAYE related to Clerks Qtr 4 salary as per salary summary 
sheet 

£130.00 

DD ICO – Data Protection Registration  2021/22 £35.00 

BACS Insurance Policy 01/04/21 – 31/03/22 £206.08 

 Resolved:  Payments Approved 

Kings Caple Contribution to Clerk’s Expenses – currently this is 12% (based on the respective 
precepts) but after the end of April, when the Clerk has ceased working at Dormington and 
Mordiford, this would rise to 27%.  This was noted and agreed. 

d:  To Consider Appointment of Internal Auditor  
Traditionally Phil Partridge has undertaken the Internal Audit of the accounts.  To date he has not 
been contactable and the Clerk asked if Councillors had suggestions of an alternative Auditor.  
Suggestions would be followed up. 

e: To Consider Membership of HALC for 2021/22 
Fees would be £331.69 + VAT (£398.03) for membership of HALC and NALC for 2021/22 
Resolved:  To renew membership of HALC for 2021/22    Action:  Clerk 

 
10. Highway and Public Rights of Way 

a. Update on Review of Roads in the Parish 
i.   Resurfacing of Road from Clusters to Lightfields 

Harry Waymouth reported that the road between Poulstone Court and Willow Cottage had been 
closed for maintenance.  Work on the ditches had been completed together with the road in front 
of Mill Ditch Cottages and River View.    

ii. Lengthsman’s Maintenance Day and Update on Ditch and Drainage Grant Work   
Ditch and Drainage Work - Cllr Petter said that an excellent job had been done on the ditches but 
queried how sustainable this was in light of larger vehicles using the roads, who may destroy the 
large ridges that had been put in as part of the drainage work.  Harry Waymouth said that if vehicles 
were observed driving in a way that did not give due regard to the ditches, collapsing part of the 
verge back into the ditch, this should be drawn to the attention of the operation, who could be 
asked to repair the damage caused.   Cllr Over said that 90% of damage was done by water on the 
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road and this needed to be addressed.  Harry Waymouth said that he had marked up where two 
small ditches should be placed, on the bank adjacent to Caple Orchard, and this should take away 
some of the run-off.   

Lengthsman’s Maintenance Day – this was likely to come later as the next few weeks would be 
focussed on ditch work. 

iii. Replacement Salt Bins 
This would be addressed later in the year. 

iv. Litter Pick 
This would be considered once the Covid restrictions were eased. 

v. Verge Cutting Programme 
Balfour Beatty are asking the Parish Council to identify any verges to only have cut in the late 
summer in order to encourage greater biodiversity. It was felt that by having only one cut any 
wildflowers in the verge were given the opportunity to flower and set seed over the summer, 
providing food for key pollinators and also habitat for wildlife.  Visibility splays would still be cut 
twice but other verges could be nominated to receive only the second cut.   

It was suggested that the verge from Willow Cottage to Sellack (U71005, OS grid ref. SO567285 to 
SO565282) and Mount Pleasant Cottage to Brockhampton Road (C1262 to C1272, the entire length 
of the U71003, OS grid ref. SO566296 to SO567302) was put forward for the scheme.   Action:  Clerk 

vi. Annual Maintenance Plan 2021/22 
This had now been submitted to Balfour Beatty and a confirmation received 

vii. Extension of the Public Spaces Protection Order for Dog Control 
The Parish Council had been notified that the Public Spaces Protection Order for dog control across 
Herefordshire was coming up to its 3 year expiry date and the proposal or the order, which allows 
for control and enforcement of dog fouling, dogs on leads and prohibits dogs from certain areas be 
extended for a further 3 years.  This was noted. 

viii. To Consider any other Actions and Expenditure 
The hedge at Clusters was discussed as it needed cutting back and was being hit by high sided 
vehicles which were pulling down branches.  It was felt that the hedges all the way down 
Shieldbrook needed to be cut back to around 3 foot in height.  This would be looked into although 
Cllr Over noted that the flailing of hedges was now finished until October. 

b. Update on Common Land Issues and Management 
No further update 

c. To Receive a Report on Footpath Maintenance 
Thanks were given to Jake Keogh who had built 2 stiles to Heather Greenough who regularly cleared 
the footpaths.  Cllr Apperley would draft a note of thanks to send to them.  Action:  PA 

d. To Note any Defects to be reported to BBLP and any other updates 
There were no further updates or defects.       

Ward Cllr Barry Durkin left the meeting at this point. 
 

11. Liaison with Agricultural Holdings 
a. Pennoxstone Court 
Cllr Harvey had been in touch with Andrew Eames from Pennoxstone.  There had not been a Liaison 
Meeting but he was aware of the local issues raised, particularly the noise of the sprayer. 
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b. S & A Produce 
Cllr Harvey had agreed with that Jude Norcott, S&A Liaison Officer, that she would continue to 
communicate with the frontages to advise of operational work and the Parish Council would be 
updated with reports that could be put on the website when they were available. 

 
12. National Tree Council – Branching Out Tree Planting Project   

Cllr Petter said it was now not the right season for planning trees, which should be planted by the 
end of the year.  Sheila Hook had offered a corner plot on her land to allow school children to tend 
the trees provided it was maintained.  Cllr Petter and Jamie Gittings would follow this up with Sheila 
Hook. The residents of Barn Cottage had also offered land, but it was noted that this would mean 
trees were planted along the footpath.  Cllr Petter would go and find out more information.  There 
has been a slight reservation about the project taking place on private land, but this had been 
explained to the Tree Council who had been very philanthropically minded about the issue.   If 
further grants were made available for 2021 these would be notified to Cllr Petter. 
 

13. To Note the Information Sheet (March 2021) and any other updates 
Resolved: The Information sheet was noted.   There were no further updates 

 
14. To Raise Items for the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council (no discussion)  

Flood Resilience Group   
 

15. To Note Date and Time of the next Regular Meeting of the Parish Council   
The Annual Meeting of the Parish Council would take place on Thursday 27th May 2021 at 7.30pm. 
  
The Meeting closed at 9.45 pm 
 

 
Signed    ………………………………………       
Chairman of Kings Caple Parish Council        Date  25th March 2021 


