
29/ 2020/21 

 

Regular Meeting of Kings Caple Parish Council Thursday 28th January 2021 

KINGS CAPLE PARISH COUNCIL 
Regular Meeting of the Parish Council held via Zoom  

at 7.30pm on Thursday 28th January 2021 

  
Present 
Parish Cllrs: Adrian Harvey (AH) (Chair), Pam Apperley (PA), Mark Barry (MB), Julie Brandram-Jones (JBJ), 
Wendy Harris (WH), Tim Over (TO), James Petter (JP)  
 
Also in attendance: Ward Cllr Barry Durkin, Harry Waymouth (Highways) and Mrs Chris Bucknell (Parish 
Clerk)   
 

1. To Receive Apologies for Absence – None 
 

2. Declarations of Interest 
a. To Receive Declarations of Interest - None 
Cllr Over expressed concern that Lower Penalt, where he was employed, was often discussed and without 
specific detail on the agenda he could not identify potential conflicts of interests.  The Clerk confirmed that 
unless Cllr Over had a specific pecuniary interest in any discussion that took place there was no need to 
declare an interest as his employment at Lower Penalt had already been declared on the Declaration of 
Interest form which was registered with Herefordshire Council and this would cover all other discussions.    

Live, but undetermined, planning applications were always listed at the appropriate place on the agenda but 
were only discussed if any additional information had been received between the preparation of the agenda 
and the date of the meeting. 

b. To Approve any Written Requests for Dispensations 
There were no requests for dispensations   

 
3. To Accept Minutes of the Regular Meeting held on 10th December 2020   

Resolved:  The Minutes were confirmed, and it was agreed the Clerk could sign these electronically on behalf 
of the Chair.         Action:  Clerk 
 
The Chair said he would take item 8e as far as it concerned Cherry Trees at item 5. 
 

4. To Receive Report from Ward Cllr Barry Durkin 
a. Ward Cllr Barry Durkin 
Cllr Durkin thanked the Parish Council for their support during his recent illness, which had been much 
appreciated.  Cllr Durkin’s January Ward Report had been circulated to all Councillors in advance of the 
meeting and the key points were summarised at the meeting. 

Budget consultation – The Have Your Say Consultation had now closed, and it was proposed that Council Tax 
increase by 4.99% which included 3% for the social care precept.  There were links in the Ward report to the 
different areas of budget.  Cllr Durkin noted that the Administration were focussing on getting local 
contractors to deal with local issues rather than go to a larger company, thus supporting local tradesmen and 
the local economy.   

Keep Herefordshire Warm - This service was available to give advice on domestic heating from Monday to 
Friday 9.00 to 17.00. 

Locality Steward – Balfour Beatty were considering identifying one dedicated Locality Steward for Public 
Rights of Way and further details had been circulated to all Councillors. 

Foster Carers – The current administration was seeking to find 50 foster carers for the county over the next 5 
years.   

Current Position Regarding Covid – The county was now in lockdown and no further information had come 
forward about when this situation would change.  Cllr Durkin thanked everyone for their ongoing 
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commitment to supporting residents of the Parish particularly during the last year and going forward into 
spring 2021. 

Housing – Herefordshire Council had released a paper detailing where housing stock would be concentrated 
around the county.  A significant number were identified for Grafton Lane and Cllr Durkin would send details 
of this out with his next report. 

 
Parish Response to Flooding Issues -  Cllr Durkin said that everyone was aware of the flooding issues that had 
been experienced across the County and that Herefordshire Council do not have the resilience to provide 
sand bags etc. for private homes.  Cllr Durkin was asking whether the Parishes within Old Gore Ward could 
work together to provide a ward wide emergency response in times of flooding, for example local bulk sand 
storage, sandbags etc.  This would come at a cost to the individual Parishes, but he felt it would be a good 
service to residents and working together to establish a protocol, perhaps informed by some bespoke 
emergency plan, based around the Herefordshire Council Resilience Team’s documents would bring 
widespread benefit.   

Cllr Petter, Kings Caple Emergency Co-ordinator, felt this was an excellent way to achieve economies of scale 
but queried the practicalities of moving sand around the parishes from a central point.  Cllr Durkin said he 
was trying to get an indication of whether Parishes supported the idea in general, and, if so, the detail would 
be worked out at a later date.   

Harry Waymouth said that containers of sand may be better kept locally in various garages or sheds with 
separate unfilled bags as he noted that sandbags could not be stored filled for long periods as the bags 
deteriorated. 

Cllr Apperley suggested an informal Task and Finish Group be formed to have a discussion outside of the 
meeting and get back to Cllr Durkin with proposals.  Cllr Harvey and Cllr Petter said they would be interested 
in taking part in this and it was suggested that some residents may also be interested in joining the group. 

Cllr Durkin said he would come back to the Parish Council once he had received feedback from other parishes 
in the Ward.  
 

5. Open Time – To Note Matters Raised by Local Residents Relevant to the Parish 
 A resident raised the issue of the closure of the U71005 between Willow Cottage and Poulstone. Since the 
road was liable to serious river flooding near the footbridge to Sellack, the current road closure could, in case 
of river flooding, leave six properties isolated. The closed section of road was well used. It needed resurfacing 
but also remedial work on drainage and sub-structure before this took place. 
Cllr Durkin said he would speak to Balfour Beatty Locality Steward Neil James about the closure and the point 
about the drainage needing to be addressed in advance of the work. 
 
Harry Waymouth added that re-digging of the ditches was being carried out as part of the Drainage Grant 
work and this location was one that had been prioritised in the schedule.  HW said that the water coming out 
of the Old Sward field behind Poulstone Farm was running down the side of the road butting between the 
shoulder and the hedge and this would undermine any resurfacing work being undertaken.  Harry Waymouth 
would speak to Neil James and suggest there needed to be a channel between the side of the tarmac and the 
hedge to allow water to run off.   
 
Cllr Durkin suggested he arrange a meeting with Balfour Beatty Land Drainage Team to look at the issues, 
adding that another problem was the large agricultural vehicles which used that road.   A suggestion was 
made that there should be a call to impose road tax on larger agricultural vehicles as they were causing 
damage to the highway and Cllr Durkin said parishioners would need to  address this with Bill Wiggin MP. 
 
(Transferred from Agenda Item 8e).   
The owner of Cherry Trees had been expected at the meeting but was not in attendance. She believed that 
Council Planning Officers had approved the new access that had been created. The Parish Council had been 
concerned they did not know enough of the reasons that might have been given by a Highways Officer to 
permit the Council’s Enforcement Team to make this statement. The Clerk had contacted the Network 
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Communication Officer at Balfour Beatty for more information on this matter. There was also a question 
about how access issues might have been relevant to application 193958. 
 

6. Encouraging Liaison and Communication with Parishioners 
Cllr Harvey’s progress report was now on the Parish Council website and Facebook page.  Cllr Apperley noted 

that several people had commented on how useful it was, but added it was only available to those who were 

computer literate and this needed addressing in some way.  Cllr Apperley was thanked for all her work on the 

Facebook page which did a lot to raise the profile of the Parish Council. 

 
Cllr Durkin requested that in future the Planning item be scheduled before the Financial Matters 

          Action:  Clerk 

7. Financial Matters  
a. To Receive a Report from the RFO 
Current Account £11,930.60   
Income since last meeting - An additional Covid grant of £6,801.58 for The Old School had been received and 
placed in the Community Account, which now totalled £18,135.58 

b. To Approve Payments made since December Meeting    

Payment   Amount 

DD  Plusnet Broadband (January) £28.50 + VAT  £34.20 

BACS Clerk’s Qtr 3 Salary £519.80 

BACS HMRC – PAYE related to Clerk’s Qtr 3 salary £130.00 

C. To Approve Payment of Outstanding Invoices 

Payment   Amount 

BACS  Wellington PC contribution towards Clerks SLCC Membership (12%) £20.00  

Resolved:  Payments Approved             Action:  Clerk 

d. To Consider Donation to Knife Angel Project  
Resolved:  To Donate £150 to the Knife Angel Project          Action:  Clerk   

 
8. To Consider Planning Matters  

a. To Consider New Planning Applications and Agree Comments - There were no new applications 

b. To Note any Decisions/Notifications Received   

c. Update on Proposed Changes to Planning System and implications for NDP 
Cllr Harvey reported that there was no further update and he understood that the proposed government 
algorithm had been abandoned but he had not been able to get in touch with Sam Banks, NDP Team Leader, 
to confirm this.  Cllr Durkin said he would contact Sam Banks and ask her to contact Cllr Harvey, after which 
more information will be circulated. 

d. Underground Power Lines in Wye Valley AONB 
The Wye Valley AONB had contacted the Parish Council about an opportunity they had to work with Western 
Power Distribution to move lower voltage power lines underground where it was felt they were visually 
intrusive in the landscape.  Cllr Apperley had spoken to Nick Critchley from AONB, who indicated that 

Reference 

Number 
  Application 

 

202913 School Field Kings Caple – outline application for erection of 7 dwellings 
Awaiting 

Decision 

202335 
Land East of Pennoxstone Court, Ruxton Lane, Kings Caple.  Proposed 

extension to an existing agricultural building 

Awaiting 

Decision 

202070 
Land Adjacent to Lightfields – outline planning for the erection of up to 15 

dwellings, with up to 35% affordable 

Awaiting 

Decision 
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anywhere there were overhead power lines, which it was felt interrupted the view, could be considered, but 
noted that if BT lines were attached to the power lines, they could not be put underground and also if the 
landowner did not give permission the work would not be done.     

It was felt that the area around the Church and the Tump could be considered, as well as possible sites on the 
Wye Valley Walk.  Nick Critchley was happy to do a site visit to look at the proposals before passing them on 
to Western Power and it was felt this should be arranged.  Any Councillors who wanted to suggest areas 
which should be included in the project were asked to contact Cllr Apperley.  Action:  PA 

e. To Consider any other Planning Issues and Updates 
Update on Access to Cherry Trees, Kings Caple  HR1  4UD  - minuted under Agenda Item 5 

Application 202070   Land adjacent to Lightfields 
A letter had been received from the owner of Lightfields, the neighbouring property to the application site.  
The resident attended the meeting to explain his and his neighbours’ concerns about the proposed 
development. He felt that the proposed development breached the principles established in the Kings Caple 
NDP for future development, which had been generated from the NDP’s initial vision statement.  This 
apparently had been the result of the imposition by the External Examiner of a much higher total of dwellings 
for the site.   Though Councillors had sympathy with this view, they explained that the endorsement of the 
External Examiner was an essential requirement for the acceptance of the NDP as adhering to the policies of 
the local planning authority and the government.  
 
Cllr Harvey noted that the Herefordshire Council had supported the Steering Group’s original draft at 
Regulation 16.  However, the Council’s Core Strategy, adopted in 2015, had, by its inflated figures for housing 
need, led to its decision to build large numbers of houses in rural areas and to more than double the number 
of rural settlements expected to accommodate market housing, obliging the Examiner to require a greater 
density of housing if successful appeals against the NDP were to be avoided.  The main task now was to get 
the County’s strategy re-designed as quickly as possible.  
 

9. Highway and Public Rights of Way 
a. Update on Review of Roads in the Parish 

i.   Resurfacing of Road from Clusters to Lightfields 
Harry Waymouth noted that it had been said before at a meeting with Neil James, Locality Steward, who said 
that the work had now slipped down the priority list in terms of having the whole road resurfaced.  HW 
therefore was now aiming to get a 1 meter or 1.5 meters shoulder repair along that stretch of road although 
it was noted this had been said before and had not yet been done.     
 

Ward Cllr Barry Durkin left the meeting at this point. 
 

ii.   Deterioration of Road between Poulstone Court and Willow Cottage 
 This was discussed and minuted under agenda item 5 

 

iii.  Update on Ditch and Drainage Grant Work 
Harry Waymouth reported that Terry Griffiths, because of contractor issues, had been unable to do the work 
that had been planned and the priority was now the drainage work and ditches.  The Clerk emphasised that 
the grant had to be spent and the work completed by the end of March otherwise the funding would be lost. 

 

iv. Lengthsman’s Maintenance Day 
This was approved and Harry Waymouth would schedule it in.  It was noted that a tree had fallen into the 
Sellack Boat ditch and work would be needed over and above the planned maintenance day.  Harry 
Waymouth said he may get some volunteers to help.  The Clerk reiterated the need to manage the health 
and safety aspect of the work carefully if volunteers were to be covered by the Parish Council Public Liability 
insurance. 
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v.  Replacement Salt Bins 
There was a need for a lidded yellow bin at the village crossroads and replacement blue bins in other 
locations.  Cllr Harvey said consideration should be given to installing a salt bin on C71005 just below Castle 
Bungalow up towards Caple Avenue.  Harry Waymouth agreed that this one was already scheduled to be 
installed in that location as there were issues with the spring and also on Church Hill towards the Tump.  He 
would follow this up with Terry Griffiths. 
 

vi. Litter Pick 
This could not take place at the moment, but it was felt walkers should be encouraged to pick up litter during 
their walks.  The Clerk cautioned that residents should not be asked to do this unless all the COVID safety 
precautions were in place. 
 

vii. To Consider any other Actions and Expenditure – there were no further actions or expenditure 
 

b. Update on Common Land Issues and Management  

There was no further update 

 
c. To Receive a Report on Footpath Maintenance 
There was nothing to report as no maintenance had taken place. 

i. To Consider any Actions and Expenditure – there were no further actions or expenditure 
 

d. To Note any Defects to be reported to BBLP and any other updates 

 It was reported that there were trees overgrowing onto the roads and pushing traffic into the hedges.  The 

Clerk suggested the landowners could be contacted and asked them to cut it back. 
 

10. Liaison with Agricultural Holdings  

a. Pennoxstone Court 
b. S & A Produce 
There were no further updates 
 

11. National Tree Council Tree Planting Project Funding 
The Branching Out Tree Planting Project was offering to fund trees which could be planted and looked after 
by children and young people in the Parish.  There had been 2 offers of sites where trees could be placed but 
due to Covid delays it was now too late in the year to plant trees.  Some minor conditions had been attached 
to the offer of these pieces of land in terms of how they were managed and who took responsibility and Cllr 
Petter and Harry Waymouth were currently following this up.  The Clerk had tried to contact the Tree Council 
to see if the deadline for the grant or the requirement to complete the project by the end of March had been 
extended because of Covid restrictions but had been unable to get a response as their offices were now 
closed.  This would continue to be followed up. 
 

12. To Note the Information Sheet (January 2021) and any other updates 
Resolved: The Information sheet was noted.   There were no further updates 

 
13. To Raise Items for the next Regular Meeting of the Parish Council (no discussion) – None 

 
14. To Note Date and Time of the next Regular Meeting of the Parish Council   

The next Regular Meeting of the Parish Council would take place on Thursday 25th March 2021 at 7.30pm. 
  
The Meeting closed at 9.45 pm 
 

 
Signed    ………………………………………       Chairman of Kings Caple Parish Council    Date  25th March 2021 


