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 KINGS CAPLE PARISH COUNCIL 
Extraordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held via Zoom  

at 7.00pm on Tuesday 8th September 2020 

  

Present 
Parish Cllrs: Adrian Harvey (AH), Pam Apperley (PA), Mark Barry (MB), Julie Brandram-Jones (JBJ), 
Wendy Harris (WH), James Petter (JP) 
 
Also in attendance: Ward Cllr Barry Durkin, Harry Waymouth (Highways), Mrs Chris Bucknell (Parish 
Clerk) and 12 members of the public including the applicant (Ms P Brandram-Jones) and Agent (Ed 
Thomas).  
 

1. To Receive Apologies for Absence – None   
 

2. Declarations of Interest 
a. To Receive Declarations of Interest 
Cllr Brandram Jones declared a non-pecuniary interest.  The Chair used his discretion to allow her to 
stay in the meeting but not to take part in the discussion of decision. 
b. To Approve any Written Requests for Dispensations 
There were no declarations of interest and no requests for dispensations   

It was noted that the meeting was to be recorded  
 

3. To Consider Planning Application 

Cllr Harvey gave a brief summary of the process that Kings Caple had gone through to develop its 
NDP and to get it approved and accepted.  He then explained the format of the meeting.    

Ed Thomas gave a brief outline of the application which was then followed by questions from 
Members of the public and Parish Councillors, the details of which are summarised below. 

Size of Development and Facilities - Concern was raised about public transport, highways and 
whether the number and size of the houses was what was needed in the village, with a comment 
that this size of development would bring issues with road infrastrcuture and the lack of pedestrian 
footpaths, with particular concern being raised about children and young people. It was also noted 
that the details of the bus services in the Design and Access Statement were incorrect.   

Ed Thomas indicated that a development of fewer than 13 dwellings would not be acceptable to 
Herefordshire Council and that is why the application assumed 13 – 15 houses, in line with the NDP 
External Examiner’s amendment.   Although the  original density of housing on the site in the draft 
NDP had been suggested by indications in the Council’s Adopted Core Strategy that development 
should conform to the surrounding developments, Cllr Barry  explained that the target density for  
rural areas was set by the local authority  in the SHLAA  Rural Report.  The Examiner’s amendment 
was in line with this. There was a risk that Herefordshire Council may look at a smaller development 
and think that was underdeveloped and not best economic use of development land, which was at a 
premium in Kings Caple. 

Reference 

Number 
  Application 

202070 

Land Adjacent to Lightfields, Kings Caple  HR1  4UE.  Outline planning application 
with all matters bar access reserved for the erection of up to 15 dwellings with up to 
35% affordable. 
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Cllr Barry asked that when the plans were drawn up   consideration could be given to interspersing 
the affordable houses with the market houses which would be considered good practice.   

The Applicant, Penny Brandram Jones added that in developing the application she had taken the 
advice of Ed Thomas and the professional planning team, and in this respect it was felt that a 
smaller development may be refused on the basis that Herefordshire Council may feel it was trying 
to circumvent the affordable housing contribution.  She felt that village developments were often 
not affordable for first time buyers and this development would offer affordable 2/3 bedroom 
properties which were not currently available in the village.  Low cost housing would be attractive to 
first time buyers and to those who may want to downsize but stay in the area.  Families with young 
children would help to promote the school. 

Road Infrastructure - Cllr Harvey mentioned the stretch of the C1262 road between the C1272 
junction and Clusters saying it was poorly maintained and, despite having been reported to Balfour 
Beatty twice, there had been no resurfacing work undertaken.  This stretch of road was heavily used 
and if there was to be a development in that area the Parish Council would expect maintenance of 
the roads in return and it was felt that an upgrade to pavements and roads should be requested as a 
condition of approval. 

Drainage – It was noted that the proposal included outfall into an adjacent field owned by the 
applicant’s family, and it was felt this needed more clarification.    Cllr Harvey mentioned the Welsh 
Water Treatment plant, but the applicant said that although they were aware the plant had capacity 
it was felt it was not feasible because of the topography.   

Compliance with Kings Caple NDP – Cllr Harvey cited Policy BD2, which stated that houses should 
be single storey, saying there was a need to stick rigidly to that.  Ed Thomas responded that it would 
be impossible to accommodate 15 bungalows, each with 2 parking spaces, and even 13 would be 
difficult.  He suggested an appropriate mix should be sought, noting that the 2 storey buildings 
would not be full height as they were designed with dormer windows.  Cllr Harvey and Cllr Barry said 
there would be a need to look carefully at the plans once the full application had been developed.  It 
was also noted that the development must stick firmly to Policy H3 which stated that houses built 
must confirm to housing mix needs recommendations in the Housing Market Assessment.    

Environmental Issues - There was concern about trees and the need to protect them, particularly 
the large number of oak trees in the area. It was also noted that the development was in an AONB 
and the landscaping sensitivity and capacity report attached to the NDP  would therefore need to be 
kept in mind. The applicant said it was the intention to leave the mature trees around the edge of 
the site as the roots would help to hold the bank together on the road between Lightfields and the T 
Junction.  It was hoped the entrance to the site could be moved further towards the village, but this 
would depend on what Herefordshire Council would permit.  Cllr Petter mentioned the ecology of 
the region saying that along with the trees, the wildlife needed to be protected.   Cllr Apperley felt 
that environmental sustainability should be built into any planning application, taking into account 
sustainable design, efficiency and renewable energy.  Herefordshire Core Strategy included a policy 
to reduce emissions to zero by 2030 and Kings Caple had declared a Climate Emergency, so this was 
an important issue. 
 
Further Discussion  
Finally it was noted that the Parish Council would welcome the opportunity to discuss the full 
detailed application prior to it being submitted; in principle they were supportive of the site being 
developed but would like there to be an inter-active consultation built into the process the next 
time around.  The applicant said she would welcome being given notice of issues that the Parish 
Council wanted clarification on and the Clerk noted that any such discussion would need to be with 
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the full Parish Council and not individual Councillors and how this could be progressed would be 
discussed at the next Regular Meeting. 
 
Cllr Harvey finally noted the problem of accommodating truly ‘sustainable’ development in Kings 
Caple. This he said was due to the policies in the HC Adopted Core Strategy. 

• The Council had set its housing target above the level of need suggested in the Local Housing 
Market Assessment it had commissioned. 

• It had allocated nearly a third of the target to rural villages. 

• It had increased the number of main villages expected to provide market housing from 48 (in 
the UDP) to 119. Many of the extra villages were small, relatively isolated, and lacking in 
facilities. 

 

Proposal 
Cllr Harvey suggested a motion to support the application in principle with the caveat that there was 
a need to have further discussion around the detail, the number of houses and housing mix (with 
particular reference to the single/double storey issue), arboriculture issues and compliance with the 
NDP.    Proposer:  Cllr Barry Seconder:  Cllr Apperley. 
This was unanimously agreed. 
  
To Consider any other Planning Issues - there were no other issues 
 

4. To Note the Time and Date of the regular Meeting of the Kings Caple Parish Council  
The meeting was rescheduled for Thursday 8th October at 7.30 pm, to be held via Zoom. 
  
 
The Meeting closed at 8.25pm  
 
 

 
 
Signed    ………………………………………              Date  8th October 2020 
Chairman of Kings Caple Parish Council 

 



15/ 2020/21 

 

Extraordinary Meeting of Kings Caple Parish Council Tuesday 8th September 2020      

 

  


