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 KINGS CAPLE PARISH COUNCIL 
Regular Meeting of the Parish Council held at the Old School  

at 7.30pm on Thursday 16th January 2020 

  
Present 
Parish Cllrs: Adrian Harvey (AH), Pam Apperley (PA), Mark Barry (MB), Julie Brandram-Jones (JBJ), Wendy 
Harris (WH), James Petter (JP), Tim Over (TO) 

 
Also in attendance: Ward Cllr Barry Durkin (until item 8), Mrs Chris Bucknell (Parish Clerk) and 2 members of 
the public.   
 

1. To Receive Apologies for Absence – None 
 

2. Declarations of Interest 
a. To Receive Declarations of Interest 
b. To Approve any Written Requests for Dispensations 
There were no declarations of interest and no requests for dispensations   

 
3. To Accept Minutes of the Regular Meeting held on 21st November 2019  

Resolved:  The Minutes were confirmed and signed by the Chair 
 

4. To Receive Report from Ward Cllr Barry Durkin 
Cllr Barry Durkin, Chair of the Armed Forces Partnership, reported that all Parish Councils were being 
approached to raise the profile of veterans and their needs, encouraging those who needed assistance to 
contact the Armed Forces Covenant, either directly or through the Parish Council.  Currently it was thought 
there were 30,000 veterans and families living in Herefordshire, with the number per Parish currently being 
researched. 

Cllr Durkin also reported that the Corporate Plan would be presented at the February Budget Meeting.    £100 
million had been committed to build council houses with £35 million allocated to electric buses and trams on 
Great Western Way.  It was hoped that £35 million grant funding would be available to improve transport 
across Herefordshire.   

The decision on the Western Relief Road been delayed a week.  Cllr Durkin had no further information. 
     

5. Open Time – To Note Matters Raised by Local Residents Relevant to the Parish 
There were no matters raised.   
 

6. Encouraging Liaison and Communication with Parishioners 
a. Parish Website – Update on Maintenance and Compliance 
Cllr Pam Apperley and the Clerk were due to meet in early February to look at the website and to hand its 
management over to Cllr Apperley, together with the Parish Council laptop.    
           

7. Financial Matters  
a. To Receive a Report from the RFO 
Current Account £10,734.88 with the Parish Plan Account remaining at £356.63.   

b. To Approve Payments made since November Meeting     

Payment Expenditure Amount 

DD    Plusnet Broadband (November) £28.50 + VAT  £34.20 

BACS   PAYE related to Clerks Q3 salary  £126.80  

DD   Plusnet  Broadband (December)  £28.50 + VAT £34.20 
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c. To Approve Payment of Outstanding Invoices 

Payment Expenditure Amount 

BACS   Clerks Expenses Qtr 3 – Printing and Travel £30.89  

BACS  Clerk’s Net Salary Qtr 3 - October - December £507.40   

BACS Terry Griffiths Invoice TGC 0978  Work carried out in December  £200 + VAT  £240.00 

Resolved:  Payments Approved 
 

8. To Consider Planning Matters  
a. To Confirm Comments made since November Meeting 

b. To Consider New Planning Applications and Agree Comments 
No new applications had been received. 

c. To Note any Decisions/Notifications Received - None 

d. Update on Emerging Core Strategy and Need for Review of NDP 
Cllr Harvey, Cllr Barry and the Clerk had attended a special Herefordshire Council meeting to consider out of 
date NDPs and the plan to review and revise the Core Strategy, which would run from 2021 – 2041.  Cllr 
Harvey undertook to produce a profile of Kings Caple NDP to send to the Neighbourhood Development Team 
Leader, Sam Banks, outlining views on what the Parish Council felt would be a sensible and appropriate way 
to review and update the NDP.  This profile had been circulated to all Councillors, who had agreed to it being 
submitted.  This had resulted in a telephone call to Cllr Harvey from Sam Banks to say she agreed with the 
proposals and that she would send a full written response.  To date this had not been received but it was felt 
this may be awaiting the decision regarding the Relief Road.  Cllr Harvey reported that Herefordshire Council 
were inclined to review the Settlement Hierarchy and how they decided which rural settlements should have 
housing allocations.  Cllr Harvey felt this number would be reduced to align more with the numbers in the 
Unitary Development Plan.  Herefordshire Council had arranged one to one sessions to discuss individual 
NDPs and it was agreed that Cllr Harvey, Cllr Barry and the Clerk would attend one of these.  Cllr Harvey 
ended by stressing that the Parish Council needed a clear plan about how they felt the NDP should progress, 
whether it was sufficiently resilient or whether it needed amending in some way. 

e. Update on Discussions with the Service Manager (Built and Natural Environment) to Progress 
Proposal for Conservation and Heritage Areas (noted as a Community Aspiration in the NDP) 
There was no further update and Cllr Harvey said this could now come off the agenda. 

f. To Receive a Report on Neighbourhood Planning in England Research Project 
Cllr Harvey reported on the government funded research project currently being carried out by the Centre for 
Urban and Regional Studies at the University of Birmingham.  The research project was to look at 9 local 
planning authorities across the country.  In Herefordshire it would look at the central Neighbourhood 
Planning Team (Kevin Bishop and Sam Banks), Kings Caple Parish Council and one other area, most likely to 
be a town council.  They had specifically picked a rural NDP which had included a settlement boundary and 
allocated sites.  Cllr Harvey had recently undertaken a telephone interview, lasting 1 hour 20 mins with Dr Kat 
Salter, from the University, and had circulated Councillors with a copy of the list of topics covered.  

A number of the questions had been about the process, what the Parish Council felt about the NPPF and the 
Core Strategy and how these had impacted on the plan that was finally adopted.  Cllr Harvey felt a lot of the 
work on the Rural Settlement Hierarchy had been misguided and suggested that the reviewers visit the two 
papers which had produced that hierarchy.  It was also noted that most Parish Councils employed a 
professional consultant to write their NDP, whereas Kings Caple had written their own, but drawing on the 
advice of consultants and the assistance of Data Orchard.  Cllr Harvey paid credit to Mike Harris who had 
developed and carried out the procedures which had led to the production of the NDP. 

Reference 

Number 
  Application 

193958 
Cherry Trees, Kings Caple  HR1  4UD – taking down the existing conservatory and 
constructing a single storey rear extension.  No objection 
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g. To Consider any other Planning Issues and Updates - There were no other updates. 
 

9. Highway and Public Rights of Way 
a. To Receive a Report from Highways Task and Finish Group Members 
Harry Waymouth reported that the pothole at Lightfields has been repaired and Balfour Beatty had said they 
intended to resurface it all, which they estimated would take around a day and a half.  The repair at the 
bottom of Ellens Field on the Brockhampton Road been also been completed.   

Cllr Harvey had been undertaking a survey of residents living between Clusters round Kings Caple Court 
(reported under item 10) and had noticed a problem on road where the tarmac had sunk due to either a pipe 
or cable.  Residents said that occasionally large fruit lorries crossed there.  Cllr Harvey said he would walk the 
area again and report any issues. 

Cllr Over added that tractors were now designed for low compaction so put less pressure on road and it was 
unlikely that these would be causing the damage.  Kings Caple had a lot of road compared with the number 
of residents and this would need to be taken into account when considering whether the Parish Council took 
on financial responsibility for repairing any of the defects. 

To Consider Purchase of Replacement Salt Bins - Harry Weymouth reported that there were a number of salt 
bins which needed replacement.  The 2 salt bins in Caple Avenue, one at the school end and one at the top, 
needed replacing.   Also, above Willow Cottage and past Castle Cottage and the avenue between Barn 
Cottage and Clusters.  It was felt that any bins in the centre of the village, such as the one by the School, 
should be a lidded salt bin and not a half barrel. 
Resolved:  Harry Weymouth to get costs for 6 new salt bins and the decision would be made by email 
between meetings. 

To Consider any other Actions and Expenditure – none 

b. To Consider Response to Managing Diversity Project 
 Balfour Beatty were considering their approach to verge maintenance to try to improve the roadside 
biodiversity.  Rural roadside verges were generally cut twice a year in May/June and again in 
August/September.  The first cut was omitted where there were sites of special interest, ie special plants, or 
habitats.  Balfour Beatty were asking parishes whether there were verges they wished to be cut just once a 
year, although it was stressed that junctions and other areas with safety concerns would still be cut twice. 

Following discussion, it was felt that the verges on the Mountpleasant to Brockhampton road (U71003),  
where there was a decent width could be reduced to one cut per year to encourage biodiversity. 
 Action:  Clerk 

c. Update on Common Land and Management 
This had not yet been progressed.  Cllr Harvey would contact Sellack Parish Council to get more information 
about Backney Common.  A report would be given at the March meeting.    Action:  AH 

d.  To Receive a Report on Footpath Maintenance 

Cllr Apperley reported that the hedges on Windmills Field which crossed the public footpath had been flailed.   

To Consider any Actions and Expenditure - Harry Weymouth reported that the trees on KC13, the part of the 
path that ran behind the houses on the U71005 appeared to have fallen over, the concern being that when 
they came into leaf in Spring they would potentially block the footpath and needed trimming back. To be 
reported to Balfour Beatty.  Case Ref Number:  CAS-748064-P6N5M9    

A letter had been sent to Elwyn Brooke asking his intention with regard to the bridle gate, which Mr Brooke 
said he intended to install, as, if not, it could be used elsewhere.  Cllr Over said he would discuss it with Mr 
Brooke.           Action:  TO 

e. To Note any Defects to be reported to BBLP and any other Updates 

Harry Weymouth had reported the drain and pothole by the bridge and would report it again to get an 
incident number that could be followed up.  He would also contact Welsh Water. 
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Harry Weymouth had attended the recent flooding drop-in session, run by the Environment Agency and 
National Flood Forum.  Steve Hodges, Herefordshire Council Emergency Planner and Chris Wright, Senior 
County Engineer were also present.  It was agreed AH and Harry would have a meeting to discuss Riparian 
Responsibilities with particular reference to the flooding at Fishpool.  Harry would draw up a list of 
landowners and a letter would be drafted and brought back to the Parish Council. Action:  AH 

It was noted that Terry Griffiths had been very thorough, cutting the grips wider and giving them a lead at an 
angle which meant that they would be less likely to be blocked by cars driving on the verges. 

AH to compile a detailed list of potholes from Clusters to the Old School including the one reported by Cllr 
Petter so that they could be reported to Balfour Beatty.     Action:  AH 
 

10. Liaison with Pennoxstone Court 

As agreed at the November meeting, Cllr Harvey had visited and gathered opinions from 19 householders 
living in the area most affected by the noise of the sprayer.  He noted that it was obviously worse at some 
points than others.  A report would be compiled which would be sent to the  Pennoxstone Liaison Group and 
to Parish Council members.  The report would cover where residents were most affected by the noise and 
suggestions of how this could be managed.        Action:  AH 

Cllr Harvey would also add suggestions about what more could be done to ensure the fruit trucks get to 
Pennoxstone without getting lost, although it was noted that there had been an improvement in this 
situation.  Andrew Eames would provide the Clerk with a copy of the Liaison Group Minutes and Planting 
Plan.  It was suggested the Mr Eames come to the Parish Council meeting in March to receive information 
and opinions.  Cllr  Harvey said there was a need to liaise with the S&A Liaison Group so that information 
from both could be available for the next Parish Council Meeting.   Action:  AH 
 

11. Climate Emergency 
a. To Consider Declaring a Climate Emergency 
Cllr Apperley and Cllr Harris proposed a public meeting which would include input from the Herefordshire 
Green Network, who had a lot of expertise in this area.  Fownhope Parish Council, led by Gareth Williams, 
were particularly well advanced on Climate Emergency and it was felt that he should be asked to come to 
come to the meeting to talk to the parishioners and give information about what Fownhope are doing and 
what could be achieved. The 25th March was suggested, with a start time or around 6.30pm, the format being 
that there would be an introductory talk and displays set up around the hall.  The Clerk was asked to find out 
about grants for solar panels and insulation which could be passed onto parishioners. Action:  Clerk 

Fownhope Parish Council had spearheaded a Carbon Calculator project which would help identify emissions 
at a local level rather than at the national level, as is currently the case.  A proposal had been put together 
for the calculator, materials and plans to work alongside it and Fownhope were currently looking for 
funding to take the project forward.  They had made an application to BAIS (Department for Business, 
Energy and Industrial Strategy), and were asking local Parish Councils to write letters of support for the 
project.   

Resolved:  To hold a public meeting on 25th March 2020 and to cover the cost of refreshments and any 
other incidentals that would be required. 

Resolved:  To send a letter of support for Fownhope’s funding bid to BAIS Action:  PA/WH/JP/Clerk 
 

12. To Note the Information Sheet (January 2020) and any other updates 
Resolved: The Information sheet was noted.   There were no further updates 
 

13. To Raise Items for the next Regular Meeting of the Parish Council (no discussion) 
  

14. To Note Date and Time of the next Regular Meeting of the Parish Council   
Thursday 19th March 2020 at 7.30pm in The Old School.   
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The Meeting closed at 9.15 pm 
 
 

 
 
Signed    ………………………………………         Date  19th March 2020 
Chairman of Kings Caple Parish Council 

 
 


