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Regular Meeting of Kings Caple Parish Council Thursday 18th July 2019 

 

 KINGS CAPLE PARISH COUNCIL 
Regular Meeting of the Parish Council held at the Old School  

at 7.30pm on Thursday 18th July 2019 

 
Present 
Parish Cllrs: Adrian Harvey (AH), Mark Barry (MB), Julie Brandram-Jones (JBJ), James Petter (JP), Wendy 
Harris (WH), Pam Apperley (PA) 
 
Also in attendance: Ward Cllr Barry Durkin (to item 9), Mrs Chris Bucknell (Parish Clerk) and 4 members of 
the public.   
 

1. To Receive Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Cllr Tim Over 

 
2. Declarations of Interest 

a. To Receive Declarations of Interest 
b. To Approve any Written Requests for Dispensations 
There were no declarations of interest and no requests for dispensations   

 
3. To Accept Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on Thursday 16th May 2019  

Resolved:  The Minutes were confirmed and signed by the Chair 
 

4. To Receive Report from Ward Cllr Barry Durkin 
Cllr Durkin reported on the new structure of Herefordshire Council, saying that he was now a member of 
the General Scrutiny Committee and Chair of the Armed Forces Covenant.   

The project to build a £9 million Cyber quarter in Skylon Park, Rotherwas, was now underway with a 
planned opening date of summer 2020. 

The Crematorium recycling scheme, where there was an opportunity to donate metal parts following 
cremation, had been very successful with £70,000 having been donated to charity since the scheme 
started in 2011. 

Plans for the bypass and Southern Link Road had been put on hold with rumour saying that it may be 
cancelled at an overall cost of £12 million.  Cllr Durkin reported that at the last Council Meeting the 
Leader had said that a decision was expected towards the end of July. 

Cllr Durkin gave details of Environmental Officers who would be available to discuss loud noise nuisance 
from June to the end of August.  The number to call was 01432 261761. 
Cllr Durkin also spoke about the new student accommodation which was being built on the car park by the 
station, saying the first cohort was expected this September with there being an expectation of another 
200 engineers coming to Hereford in 2020.  There was a comment about whether there was enough 
parking for the station (cars and motorcycles) now that the additional parking had been closed due to the 
provision of student accommodation within Hereford, with provision for NMiTE and Hereford 

College of Art. 

 Cllr Durkin ended by saying that Hereford College of Art and Design had been credited with being one of 
the best 4 in the country.  Trading Standards had been successful with one Hereford Car Dealer being 
jailed for 20 months and Holme Lacy Bridge would be closed in September for maintenance work, but 
traffic would still be able to pass, controlled by traffic lights. 
 

5. Open Time – To Note Matters Raised by Local Residents Relevant to the Parish 
There were no matters raised 
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6. Encouraging Liaison and Communication with Parishioners 
a. Feedback from Annual Parish Meeting    
 It was felt that this event had gone very well with positive feedback received from residents on what was 
seen as an informal but informative meeting.  15 parishioners had attended, and thanks were given to Cllr 
Wendy Harris for organising the refreshments.  Cllr Harvey gave a brief overview to the topics covered: 

• The Annual Precept which had been kept steady while some other areas of the county had seen 
around a 7.5% increase 

• NDP Update – there had been no information from Herefordshire Council about their review of the 
Core Strategy and Cllr Harvey said he was pursuing this with Sam Banks, Neighbourhood Planning 
Team Leader (see also item 8c) 

• Highways – a Task and Finish Group had been established and this would be covered under item 9a 

• Public Transport had been discussed 

• Conservation Area – Cllr Harvey had begun discussions and it was hoped a report would be available 
for the September meeting 

b. Parish Newsletter 
It was noted that Phoenix was distributed to around 75 houses in the Parish which was slightly over half of 
the total.  It was agreed not to take a Parish Newsletter forward at this time but to consider it again at a 
later date. 
 

7. Financial Matters  
a. To Receive a Report from the RFO 
Current Account £9,339.33 with the Parish Plan Account remaining at £356.63.   
Income since the May meeting included the VAT reclaim of £1,244.48 and a Direct Debit refund of £7.57 
(there was no detail with this, but it was felt it must be related to the old PlusNet contract). 
The Internal Auditors Report was forwarded to all Cllrs on 19th June.  The only point noted was that there 
were no receipts for the previous Clerk's expenses claim of £42.60. 
The Internal Auditor also put forward the following suggestions for consideration: 
 

• The Internal Auditor noted that Lengthsman payments formed the bulk of Council expenditure and 
felt there be some system for checking that the Lengthsman had completed the work invoiced? (this 
will be covered under item 9a Highways Task and Finish Group) 

• The Internal Auditor queried whether it would be helpful for members to see a report of spending 
against budget when they considered accounts?  (This will be discussed by the Finance Working Group 
when it meets)  

 
A Freedom of Information request had been received from the Hereford Times in relation to expenditure 
related to HALC in 2018-19.  In 2018/19 Kings Caple spent £315.80 on membership fees to HALC for 
2019/20.  There was no other expenditure related to HALC and this was communicated to Hereford Times 
as requested. 

b. To Approve Payment of Outstanding Invoices 

Payment Expenditure Amount 

BACS Refreshment expenses for Annual Parish Meeting £36.83 

BACS Printing – including maps for Highways Working Group  £31.68 

BACS Clerks net salary Quarter 1 as per salary sheet £507.40 

BACS PAYE related to Clerks salary Quarter 1 as per salary sheet £126.80 

BACS Phil Partridge invoice 436  Internal Audit 2018-19 £50.00 

BACS Clerks Travel Expenses Quarter 1 £36.90 

Resolved:  Payments Approved    Action:  Clerk 
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c. To Consider Allowances Scheme for Parish Councillors 
A letter from Caroline Marshall, Democratic Services Officer had been circulated to all Councillors in 
advance of the meeting.  This related to whether the Parish Council wanted to pay general allowances to 
Parish Councillors and did not affect the potential to pay travel and/or subsistence for specific agreed 
projects.   

Resolved:  Not to pay general allowances to Councillors.  Action:  Clerk 

d. Review of Budget Position 
The Clerk presented a brief overview of the current budget position, noting that on the income side there 
had been a VAT claim for £1,244.48 which did not appear in the budget developed by the Finance Working 
Group in November 2018 and subsequently adopted by the Parish Council as the budget for 2019/20.   
Because the current Clerk did not feel that an increase in hours was necessary this saved expenditure of 
£1,463 with a further £500 realised because the current Clerk already held the CILCA qualification and 
therefore the funding in the budget for this would no longer be necessary.  An increase in proposed 
expenditure for the Lengthsman and PROW, agreed at the May meeting, meant that, overall, there would 
be an additional £2,500 (net) in the budget against that planned for.  The Clerk said that a full year to date 
and end of year prediction of the 2019/20 budget would be prepared and circulated to all Councillors.  
Action:  Clerk 

e. To Review and Agree Clerk’s Position 
Following discussion, the Clerk was offered, and accepted, the position of Parish Clerk and Responsible 
Financial Officer on a permanent basis.   
Hours per month:  20   Salary:  SCP 9  £10.57 per hour,  £211.40 per month. 
 

8. To Consider Planning Matters  
a. To Consider New Planning Applications and Agree Comments 
No new applications had been received. 

b. To Note any Decisions/Notifications Received - None 

c. Update on NPPF and Revision to Core Strategy 
Cllr Harvey reported that he had being trying to contact Samantha Banks, Neighbourhood Planning Team 
Leader but to date had been unable to.  He would continue to follow this up.  Cllr Harvey also reiterated 
that he was currently putting together the background policy information which would be circulated to all 
Councillors before the September meeting.  Action:  AH 

d. To Consider any other Planning Issues and Updates   
174517 – Land Adjoining The Chalet, Fawley, Kings Caple 
Cllr Harvey gave an update on this application. The legal documentation for the permission granted by the 
Planning Committee had been completed. However, the site for the replacement building had now been 
included in a wider area of 2.4 acres offered for sale as a development opportunity. The wording of the 
selling agent’s particulars gave rise to concern that there might be an intention to seek permission for 
further dwellings; this was causing some concern locally. Councillors agreed this would be contrary to the 
policies both in Herefordshire Council’s Core Strategy and the Kings Caple NDP. It was agreed a letter 
should be sent to the Local Planning Authority; Cllr Harvey agreed to prepare a daft which he would 
circulate to other councillors for approval before dispatch. 
 

9. Highway and Public Rights of Way 

a. To Receive a Report from Highways Task and Finish Group 
Cllr Harvey gave an overview of the discussions which took place at the meeting which was held on 3rd July 
2019.  The group consisted of Cllrs Harvey, Apperley and Over and the Parish Clerk.  Cllr Petter had given 
apologies.  The meeting was also attended by Harry Waymouth and Russel Nunn who had been involved 
in Highways work in the past and whose knowledge was deemed vital in taking this forward. 
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Cllr Harvey briefly noted the scope of the Task and Finish Group: 
Lengthsman  

• Role and function – what does/can he do? 

• Who controls/manages him? 

• How is he paid? 

• Competence and current effectiveness. 

• How can PC focus activities to enhance effectiveness?  

Balfour Beatty 

• Relationship and communication between Locality Steward and PC. 

• Active monitoring by community drives etc. 

General Issues 

• For monitoring purposes, consider dividing the Parish into zones, each to be overseen by an 

individual councillor? 

• How are final decisions to be communicated to parishioners? 

 

Harry Waymouth felt that the critical areas were The Clusters, Lime Field, the Brockhampton turn and 

Sellack.  Following discussion, it was agreed that Cllr Harvey and Cllr Petter would meet with Harry 

Waymouth and prepare a plan which could be presented to the September meeting of the Parish Council. 

 

b. To Receive a Report on Footpath Maintenance 

Cllr Apperley reported that several of the gates were getting overgrown and that she, and Heather 

Greenough, were going to form a working party to clear the gates and paths.  The Clerk noted that if this 

was to be covered under the Parish Council liability insurance there needed to be a plan of the work to be 

carried out and a risk assessment.  Cllr Apperley confirmed that this would be in place and that she would 

oversee the work being carried out. 

Cllr Apperley also noted that footpath KC8, which had been impassable, had now been cut back. 

 

c. To Agree Any Work for the Lengthsman 

This would come out of the work currently being done by the Highways Task and Finish Group 

 

d. To Note any Defects to be reported to BBLP and any other Updates 

Maintenance of Sellack Footbridge – it was noted that the verges around the bridge had been cut back.  

Cllr Petter asked whether the structure of the bridge was regularly monitored, and the Clerk was asked to 

ascertain this.  Action:  Clerk 

 
10. Feedback from the Old School Management Group 

The Old School Management Committee had stated that they would welcome a closer working 
relationship with the Parish Council and on the basis of this it was proposed to put together a Task and 
Finish Group consisting of Cllrs Harvey, Brandram-Jones and Harris, the Parish Clerk, Janet Cooper and 
Carolyn Olney.  The aim of the group would be to develop guidelines for what the Parish Council could be 
expected to support financially.  The Clerk also noted the potential to apply for grant funding to develop 
and upgrade the Old School, saying she would gladly help with this if it was felt beneficial. 
 

11. Liaison with the School 
There was nothing more to report on this 

 
12. Update on Enhanced Broadband Service to the Old School 

On the request of the Clerk, a BT engineer had been deployed by PLusNet and had identified a break in 
the cable at a distance of 93m.  This had been rectified and the broadband was now operating at 72mb.  It 
was noted that the attitude and professionalism of the engineer was outstanding, and this has been fed 
back to PlusNet. 
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13. To Note the Information Sheet (July 2019) and any other updates 
Resolved: The Information sheet was noted.   There were no further updates 
 

14. To Raise Items for the next Regular Meeting of the Parish Council (no discussion) 
 The Chalet 
 
To Note Date and Time of the next Regular Meeting of the Parish Council   
Thursday 19th September 2019 at 7.30pm in The Old School.   
 
 
The Meeting closed at 9.07 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed    ………………………………………         Date  19th September  2019 
Chairman of Kings Caple Parish Council 

 
 


