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 KINGS CAPLE PARISH COUNCIL 
Regular Meeting of the Parish Council held at the Old School  

at 7.30pm on Thursday 19th September 2019 

  
Present 
Parish Cllrs: Adrian Harvey (AH), Mark Barry (MB), Wendy Harris (WH), Tim Over (TO) 
 
Also in attendance: Ward Cllr Barry Durkin (to item 9), Mrs Chris Bucknell (Parish Clerk) and 6 members of 
the public.   
 

1. To Receive Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Julie Brandram-Jones (JBJ), Pam Apperley (PA) and James Petter (JP) 
 

2. Declarations of Interest 
a. To Receive Declarations of Interest 
b. To Approve any Written Requests for Dispensations 
There were no declarations of interest and no requests for dispensations   

 
3. To Accept Minutes of the Regular Meeting held on Thursday 18th July 2019  

It was noted that in the final paragraph of Item 9 Lime Field should read Ellen Field. 
Resolved:  With this amendment, the Minutes were confirmed and signed by the Chair 
 

4. To Receive Report from Ward Cllr Barry Durkin 
Cllr Durkin gave his report which had been circulated to all Councillors in advance of the meeting.  A 
summary of the main points is below: 

Southern Link Road and Bypass - A decision had been made to pause the plans to allow further time to 
review the schemes in more detail and to look at the various options.  It was noted that the funding would 
need to be repaid if the scheme did not progress. 

Herefordshire Five-year Housing Supply - National Planning Policy required that local planning authorities 
should identify and annually update their supply of specific deliverable sites sufficient to provide five years 
supply of housing against their housing requirements.  Cllr Durkin reported that the supply as of April 2019 
was currently estimated to be only 4.05 years. These figures made the presumption that applications 
currently submitted would be passed. 

It was noted that a recent report from Ledbury said that the GP service could not cope with more housing 
and it was observed that the planning processes needed to include infrastructure funding to cope with 
these pressures. 

Understanding Herefordshire Website - Finding key facts and figures about Herefordshire was now a lot 
easier following the launch of the new website which include information on the factors that affected 
health and well-being, such as population numbers, lifestyle choices, housing, the economy and the 
environment. 

David Price Award 2020 – Applications were now invited for the award which recongised an individual of 
any age who had, in an unpaid capacity, helped change the life of an adult or adults in the county. 

Armed Forces Veteran’s Survey - The Herefordshire Armed Forces Partnership was asking all veterans to 
take part in an online survey about their experiences since leaving the Armed Forces.   

Telephone Scams – Scammers were contacting residents pretending that they were due a refund on their 
Council Tax, asking for bank and card details. Cllr Durkin stressed that Herefordshire Council would always 
write to customers to advise them of any refund and would never ask for bank or card details over the 
phone. 
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Climate Change - The latest Greenhouse Gas Report (2018/19) showed that Herefordshire Council had 
pledged to deliver a 43% reduction in CO2 emissions.  Based on a target reduction of 40% by the year 2020, 
the Council had exceeded this aspiration two years early which illustrated its continued commitment to the 
tackling the Climate Emergency. This reduction of over of 11,875 tonnes of CO2 had been achieved through 
a number of ‘invest to save’ projects including: LED lighting, renewable energy generation and use, greener 
vehicles and wider energy efficiency projects. 

A member of the public asked a question about the position of service families who require in-year 
transfers to the local or catchment school when the school or year group is full. Cllr Durkin asked 
her to write to him with the details.         
 

5. Open Time – To Note Matters Raised by Local Residents Relevant to the Parish 
There were no matters raised 
 

6. Encouraging Liaison and Communication with Parishioners 
a. Parish Website 
The Clerk noted that Cllr Apperley had an interest in further developing the Parish Website and they would 
meet to progress this on Cllr Apperley’s return.  It was also noted that the Clerk was in possession of an 
unused laptop, bought by the Parish Council with the Transparency Grant, and this could be utilised by Cllr 
Apperley when developing the website. 

A member of the public asked that regular reports be submitted for the Phoenix Magazine.    Action:  AH 

The Chair noted that Brian Clements, an active member of the community who had been instrumental in 
setting up and running the Internet Café, was currently unwell and suggested that the Parish Council send a 
brief letter to wish him well.  This was agreed.        Action:  AH/Clerk 
 

7. Financial Matters  
a. To Receive a Report from the RFO 
Current Account £8,549.72 with the Parish Plan Account remaining at £356.63.  The Part 2 Precept was due 
to be paid by the end of the month. 
b. To Approve Payment of Outstanding Invoices    

Payment Expenditure Amount 

BACS Clerks net salary Quarter 2 as per salary sheet £507.40 

BACS PAYE related to Clerks salary Quarter 2 as per salary sheet £126.80 

BACS 
HALC invoice H465.  Website hosting December 2016 – November 2017 and 

Domain Name Nov 2017 – October 2019  £100 + VAT 
£120.00 

Resolved:  Payments Approved         Action:  Clerk 

c. To Agree Process and Timescale for Setting 2020/21 Budget and Precept 
The 2020/21 Precept request needed to be with Herefordshire Council by 31 December 2019 which would 
require it, as there was no December meeting, to be approved at the meeting on 21st November.  The 
Finance Group (Cllr Adrian Harvey, Cllr Wendy Harris and Cllr Julie Brandram Jones) would arrange to meet 
to prepare the draft budget for 2020/21         Action:  AH 

d. To Consider Update to Financial Regulations 
HALC forwarded an updated template from NALC with a recommendation that KCPC adopt it in full or in 
part.  The template has been circulated to the Finance Group together with a modified draft which more 
closely matched the operational issues of KCPC.  This needs to be considered by the Finance Group and 
brought back to a PC meeting for approval.      Action:  AH 

e. To Agree Contribution to Clerk’s Annual Training Conference 
The Clerk reported that the cost of the conference was £60 which, previously, had been met equally by 
Wellington PC and Dormington and Mordiford GPC, along with other costs such as printing and membership 
of SLCC.  With the Clerk now also supporting KCPC a mechanism for apportioning generic costs such as  
these needed to be agreed.  It was proposed that costs such as Clerk’s training, printing etc were split 
proportionately in line with the respective precepts, meaning a 12% contribution from KCPC. 
Resolved:   To apportion costs in line with proposed methodology 
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8. To Consider Planning Matters  

a. To Consider New Planning Applications and Agree Comments 
No new applications had been received. 

b. To Note any Decisions/Notifications Received  

 

 
Cllr Harvey gave an update on the outline approval that had been given for a replacement building at 
Fawley.  Following the July meeting a letter had been sent to Simon Withers pointing out the site for the 
replacement building had now been included in a wider area of 2.4 acres offered for sale as a development 
opportunity, saying that the Parish Council felt the sales document appeared to call into question whether it  
was genuinely intended as a replacement building.  A response had been received from Simon Withers 
saying he had reviewed the documentation and could not find anything outside the scope of the permission 
that had been granted.  He did not feel that the overage clause would have any bearing on the assessment 
of any future application for residential development, agreeing that, outside the scope of this very strictly 
controlled replacement application, any further development would be contrary to currently adopted policy 
(Core Strategy and Neighbourhood Development Plan) 

c. Update on Discussions with the Service Manager (Neighbourhood Development) regarding the 
Core Strategy 

Cllr Harvey reported that Samantha Banks (Neighbourhood Development Team Leader) had confirmed that 
Herefordshire Council would review its adopted Core Strategy, with the aim of producing a new 20-year 
Core Strategy to cover the period 2021 – 2041.   He had discussed with her how the housing growth target 
for this period was to be established and Samantha Banks had said that there were details of a new formula 
calculation on the Government Planning website, although Cllr Harvey was unclear how this would relate to 
the current methodology which was apparently based on population projections employed when 
constructing the 2011-31 target.  Cllr Harvey briefly covered the issue of settlement hierarchies, saying that 
Herefordshire Council felt it would be difficult to deliver the housing targets in small settlements. 

A special meeting to discuss the NDP and the Core Strategy was planned to take place in November when 
these issues may be clarified and, in the meantime, Cllr Harvey would continue to pursue it. 

d. Update on Discussions with the Service Manager (Built and Natural Environment) to Progress 
Proposal for Conservation and Heritage Areas (noted as a Community Aspiration in the NDP) 
Cllr Harvey reported that the NDP proposed a village Conservation Area, identified by reference to the 
location of key buildings and sites indicated by the responses to the Parish Plan consultation exercise in 
2006. Responding to questions during the NDP External Examination, the Principal Building Conservation 
Officer was positive about the NDP’s intentions but favoured a longer and narrower definition of the area, 
based on the line of the road west of the cross-roads; he also noted that designated Conservation Areas 
were not intended to protect landscapes. The Examiner confirmed this view and also pointed out that an 
NDP was not the appropriate mechanism to achieve Conservation Area status. Nonetheless he retained 
policy CH1 as conforming to the requirements of a planning tool within an NDP.  Subsequent to the 
adoption of the NDP Cllr Harvey had investigated how a Conservation Area could be promoted and had 
been told by Juliet Wheatley, (Service Manager, Built and Natural Environment) that Herefordshire did not 

Reference 

Number 
  Application Decision 

183691/XA2 

Pennoxstone Field Ruxton Lane Kings Caple Hereford Herefordshire 

HR1 4TX Application for approval of details reserved by condition 3 

attached to planning permission 181198.   

Approved   

Reference 

Number 
  Application 

174517 
Land Adjoining The Chalet, Fawley, Kings Caple    
Proposed erection of replacement dwelling and garage. 
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currently have the resources to undertake work establishing new Conservation Areas. Cllr Harvey has 
discussed how this could be progressed based the principle that local experts could undertake part of the 
work. Cllr Harvey said that Juliet Wheatley had promised to look at the matter again in due course but he 
added that any proposals for work would require an initial scoping exercise.                                Action:  AH 

e. To Consider Position of PSMA and Nominated Contact 
The Ordnance Survey Department had been in touch about KCPC membership of Public Service Mapping 
Agreement, which allowed the Council to use Ordnance Survey mapping for their core business activities, at 
no additional cost, asking if the PC wished to continue with it.  
Resolved:  That KCPC would continue with the PSMA and that Cllr Mark Barry would be the nominated 
contact.          Action:  Clerk/MB 

f. To Consider any other Planning Issues and Updates   
There were no other updates. 
 

9. Highway and Public Rights of Way 
a. To Receive a Report from Highways Task and Finish Group 
To Consider Proposed Actions - Cllr Harvey gave a brief update, saying that the 2 initial meetings had been 
very useful and there would now be further development of how the group worked.   

Harry Waymouth had led a Parish Drive, with Adrian Harvey and Jim Petter, covering most roads in the 

Parish.  Issues with potholes, ditches and grips had been identified and potholes identified had been logged 

onto the Balfour Beatty online system.   It was noted that the worst areas were from Aramstone to 

Lightfields and Lightfields to The Clusters.   
 

The three most affected roads were thought to be 

• C1262 between Barn Cottage and Aramstone. 

• C1272 adjacent to the Aramstone gallops. 

• U71005 Shieldbrook – Millditch. 

Cllr Harvey thanked Harry Waymouth and Russell Nunn for their input into the meetings, saying their 
knowledge and expertise had been very valuable. 

It was agreed that the Parish would be divided into four areas of responsibility with one Councillor allocated 
to each area, monitoring and reporting Highways issues as appropriate.  Residents were asked to contact 
the relevant Councillor if they had any specific concerns. 
   

Cllr Jim Petter 
Northern Area  

C1262 from Hoarwithy Bridge to junction with U71003 at Barn Cottage 
C1272 from junction with C1262 to junction with U71003  

Cllr Pam Apperley 

Southern Area 

U71004 from cross-roads at Old School to Ingsbury 
U71005 from crossroads at Old School to junction with U71004 at Poulstone 
U71031 (Caple Avenue) 

Cllr Tim Over 

Eastern Area 

C1262, from Parish boundary at Fawley to Mount Pleasant, junction with 
U71003 
U71003 
C1272 from junction with U71003 and Parish boundary west of Warlocks 
U71004 from Lower Penalt to Ingsbury. 

Cllr Harvey 
Western Area 

U71004 from junction with C1262 at Upper Ruxton to cross-roads at Old School 
U71005 from junction with C1262 at The Clusters to cross-roads at Old School 

 

Highways Co-ordination - Harry Waymouth offered to carry this out on behalf of the Parish Council, liaising 

with Terry Griffiths (Lengthsman) and ensuring that identified work was addressed.  All administration and 
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liaison with Balfour Beatty would be carried out by the Clerk.  The group was very grateful to Harry for 

taking on this role, which it was felt would work well.   

 

The Clerk was asked to contact Balfour Beatty to ask if they held a record of which ditches they were 

responsible for and which would be covered by Landowners Riparian Responsibilities.  Once this had been 

established it was agreed to contact relevant landowners about their specific responsibilities.   

Action:  Clerk 

b. To Receive a Report on Footpath Maintenance 

Cllr Apperley was not at the meeting but had submitted the following report 

• The majority of the stiles around the footpaths have been cleared, checked & made passable. There is 
just KC13 to check. Huge thanks to Heather Greenough & Wendy Harris who helped massively!  

• An email was received from Elwyn Brooke advising that he felt that once again the wire around the 
newly installed kissing gate, had been cut. On examination it was felt that the wire had been cut when 
the gate was originally restored and had not been done recently. It has been agreed that the PC will pay 
for a wooden post that can be put in next to the new gate with the wire attached, that making it secure.    

• A resident has expressed concerns about the Shetland ponies who are in the field which footpath KC12 
crosses. It appears some walkers were using the footpath & the ponies became aggressive towards the 
dog who was with the walkers.   

Following discussion, it was agreed that Cllr Harvey would talk to Cllr Apperley and look into the issues.  

Action:  AH 
c. To Agree Any Work for the Lengthsman 

Filling of salt bins and jetting of drains and grips -  Harry Waymouth would discuss this with Terry Griffiths. 
 

d. To Note any Defects to be reported to BBLP and any other Updates 

 A question was asked whether the road from Clusters to Lightfields could be re-shouldered.  This would be 

put to Balfour Beatty.         Action:  Clerk 

Sellack Bridge – Following the query raised at the July meeting reference inspection and maintenance of 

the Bridge the Clerk had contacted Chris Wright, Senior Bridge Engineer at Balfour Beatty and his 
response is below. 

Sellack Footbridge is listed in the Herefordshire Highways Bridge Asset Record as a bridge owned 
and maintained by Herefordshire Council. BBLP currently carry out this function on behalf of the 
Council.  BF7804 Sellack Footbridge which carries a PROW over the river Wye from Kings Caple to 
Sellack is a grade 2 listed footbridge that was built in 1895 and is formed of a timber deck 
suspended under steel cables, making it a very lively bridge to walk over.  Due to the relatively 
isolated location of this bridge and the significant number of walkers who use this route we inspect 
this bridge every three months and additionally at any time that we receive reports of any defects.   
Last year this bridge was inspected 6 times and other than the ongoing issue of replacing elements 
of the timber deck boards I am not aware of any structural issues. 
 

10. Feedback from the Old School Management Group 
The Old School Management Group had met on 4th September and minutes had been circulated to the 
Parish Council.  The Task and Finish Group had not yet met but it was noted that their Terms of Reference 
needed to be broadened.  A report would be brought back to the November meeting. 
 

11. Liaison with Pennoxstone Court 
Residents had raised a query regarding the process for dealing with issues related to Pennoxstone Court.  It 
was noted that the conditions attached to the planning approval for Pennoxstone Court included that there 
be a mechanism for the regular dissemination of information to the local community and for there to be a 
dialogue between the applicant and the community about the operations connected with the development.  
There was also a requirement for a mechanism to deal with complaints. 
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The Chair outlined how the S & A Davies Liaison Group worked, stressing that this was a Liaison Group and 
nothing to do with planning.   
It was noted that there was no prescriptive right for the Parish Council to have a nominee on the Penoxtone 
Group and if the PC were to be represented the Chair felt it important the that representative had nothing 
to do with planning issues and should not be anyone who had previously supported or opposed the original 
planning application. 

There were currently 2 issues of concern to the community, noise from the sprayers and lorries which did 
not follow the well-marked designated route.  The lorries were not owned by Pennoxstone Court and came 
from various companies across the country, making it difficult to ensure that the drivers were fully informed 
about the agreed route in and out of the village.  In terms of the noise from the sprayer it was agreed that 
Cllr Harvey would establish which properties were adversely affected and suggest ways in which operations 
could be managed to minimize the effect on the residents.                                        Action:  AH 

Neil Cockburn was at the meeting and following discussion it was agreed that the existing Liaison Group 
needed to look at what would work for the operation and bring a proposal back to the Parish Council for 
further discussion.  It was also suggested that the minutes from the Liaison Group be placed on the PC 
website.  Mr Cockburn said he would keep the Liaison Group going, and felt it was working well even 
through Andrew Eames was no longer on the Parish Council and there was therefore no formal link.   

Mr Cockburn stressed that he was very willing to be contacted by parishioners who had concerns and would 
also make a point of attending Parish Council meetings at least twice per year. 

 
12. To Note the Information Sheet (September 2019) and any other updates 

Resolved: The Information sheet was noted.   There were no further updates 
 

13. To Raise Items for the next Regular Meeting of the Parish Council (no discussion) 
Report and Proposals from The Old School Task and Finish Group 
 

14. To Note Date and Time of the next Regular Meeting of the Parish Council   
Thursday 21st November 2019 at 7.30pm in The Old School.   
 
 
The Meeting closed at 9.20 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed    ………………………………………         Date  21st November  2019 
Chairman of Kings Caple Parish Council 

 
 


